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the sole end for which mankind are warranted, individually or collectivel y, in interfering with
the [1berty of action of any oftheir number, is selt-protection.... The onl'y purpose tor which
power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilised community, against his

will, is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either physical or mora , is not a sufficient
warrant.

Mill’s principle provided a philosophical foundation for some of the basic freedoms essential
to & finctioning demeoacy;, such as hesdom of sssedetion (sae fdlow [deal and
representative democracy)), and andiemmimed] the legittmmacy of petemeisti o s, sacdh o these
o temyperanee, whicth im MHIs wiew tested] adiullt atizens ke dhi ldbem. n the anea off
Wt te cdlled the Hberty o thoughtt andi discussion, another freetom cra<idl ‘o democeracy,
Mill argued, also on utilitarian grounds, that legal restrictions on the expr-ession of opinion
are never justified. The “collision of adverse opinions,” he contended, is :a necessary part of
amy society”s seanchh for the tmutih. ln amother wonlk, Considerations on Representative
Government (1861, Milll sett fouth im & locid and pemetrating mamner mam w of e essonti]
feattures of the mew type of gowemmment, wiiich had mot yet emerged im Conttmente] Funope
and was still movmplete i important respects in fhe United States. Tn fhis work e dise
adivameed a powerfull argument om behelf of woman suffrage—a position et winttuailly alll
previous political phitosopthers (@l of thom malke, of comse) had ignored o nejetied.




